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SUB J : NINTH US-ROK MINISTERIAL 

REF: A. SEOUL 5584, B. STATE 172781 

1 . KOREA HERALD JULY 9 CARRIES REPORT THAT "THIS YEAR'S 
COMMERCE MINISTERS" MEETING BETWEEN KOREA AND THE U.S. IS 
MOST LIKELY TO BE SKIPPED." BECAUSE THE SECRETARY'S 
SCHEDULE FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR IS TOO TIGHT. 

2. IN FOLLOW-UP WITH MCI, NOH CHIN SHIK STATED THAT 

PRESS ARTICLE WAS BASED ON AN UNSOURCED REPORT FROM ROK 
EMBASSY WASHDC REFERRING TO BUSY ELECTION YEAR. HE 
REQUESTED EMBOFF TO STRESS THAT MEETING IN FIRST OR SECOND 
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER WOULD BE FOR ONLY TWO OR THREE DAYS AND 
ROKG AND MINISTER ARE DEEPLY INTERESTED IN HAVING THE MEET- 
ING AS PROPOSED. 

3. COMMENT: MINISTERIAL IS AN IMPORTANCE VEHICLE FOR 
CLOSER U.S. KOREAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS REFERRED TO 
REFTEL (B) PARTICULARLY AT THIS TIME WHEN US AND ROK ARE 
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OPERATING IN TANDEM IN SUCH FIELDS AS RECTIFYING JAPANESE 
TRADE SURPLUSES, ETC. 
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